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Synopsis

A time-honored classic, this book provides thorough coverage of both theoretical and practical
aspects of the major political and economic ideologies and value systems that shaped the twentieth
century. It takes an in-depth look at Socialism, Capitalism, Fascism, Communism, and
Libertarianism, and covers topics such as monetary policy, capitalism and democracy, cultural
conservatism, the demise of the Soviet Union, and the Deng Era in China. For all those interested
in the fields of comparative politics and economicsA¢a -4 «and the historical background that posed

the major challenges and conflicts to the free way of life in the last 100 years.
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Customer Reviews

A time-honored classic, this book provides thorough coverage of both theoretical and practical
aspects of the major political and economic ideologies and value systems that shaped the twentieth
century. It takes an in-depth look at Socialism, Capitalism, Fascism, Communism, and
Libertarianism, and covers topics such as monetary policy, capitalism and democracy, cultural
conservatism, the demise of the Soviet Union, and the Deng Era in China. For all those interested in
the fields of comparative politics and economics&#151;and the historical background that posed the

major challenges and conflicts to the free way of life in the last 100 years.

| was given this book as my one of my texts for my AP American Politics/Government and AP

Comparitive Governments courses my senior year of high school. This book provided me with a



very in depth background of 4 major "Isms" that shaped today’s society! Socialism, Capitalism,
Fascism, and Communism are all covered thorougly throughout this book. :) It is a must for any
political science student, or anyone who wishes to be enlightened! Why 4 stars? Well, at times the

reading is a tad-bit dry, but it still provides you with a great background to the "Isms" world! :)

On older version of this book was a text book of mine in high school. | still remember the content
and apply it to discussions in my life 20 years later. So, | bought a newer version to give to my soon

to be polical science major cousin. It's a must read.

The book arrived undamaged and quickly. Thanks.

good

My personal reading extends beyond computer and technical books, | enjoy reading books about
almost every subject. When | found this book | was pleasantly surprised to find the reading both
informative and enjoyable.The book is only 210 pages and is any seem small but it is packed with a
wealth of information. The authors take a look at several of today’s most common isms and give the
reader a well-written and well-documented research expose.Starting off with socialism the authors
go into the history of socialism, what made it work and where is failed. They then move to capitalism
in which they present the theory behind it. They show the evolution of capitalism into the 20th
century and the effects on today’s society.Moving to fascism, you again get the history of the
origins, the doctrine that governed it a how it works today. Then you have a chapter on communism,
from the beginnings with Marx and Lenin to the USSR and what happened to cause the failure. You
also take a look at why Chinese communism is still in existence today and what the difference is
between The Soviets and the Chinese.Finally you cover libertarianism and how is differs from the
conservatism and why people sometimes confuse the two. The principles are discussed in detalil
and how the libertarian philosophy is growing and gaining momentum. Overall an excellent reading

and well done research.

This very concise book explains four major political structures that have shaped nations in the
twentieth century. It is useful as an introduction to the theories of socialism, capitalism, fascism, and
communism, but most people already have some idea of what these things are about. The greater

benefit in reading this book may be in learning how these ideologies have been put into practice in



different countries. In each section, the authors discuss the history and theory of the ideology, how it
has been implemented, and then some other issues that relate to the topic. | was most curious
about communism, and was glad to find that almost half the book is devoted to it. This book is for
those who want a quick and informative overview on the varieties of political thinking that have been
influential and continue to be influential in our world. In attempting to understand other nations, it is
necessary to have some understanding of the politics that have shaped them.The edition | read was

the tenth.

*this review concerns the edition that did not discuss libertarianism.. that would be a welcome
addition*| give this two stars because there WERE parts of the book that were factual, interesting,
and important. However, | found the entire book as a whole to be sloppy, confusing, and poorly
written. For example, throughout the entire book, | was waiting to see a simple definition of
socialism, or for a distinct difference between socialism and communism. However, not only does
the author never do this, but he confuses the reader more and more by talking for dozens of pages
on MARX in the SOCIALIST chapter, when Marx wrote the COMMUNIST manifesto!?! Does he
explain the links or relationships between the two? Never. | was surprisingly disappointed in this

book, as | would be very interested in a thorough, succinct, clear analysis of these philosophies.

| use this book to help prepare lecture notes for the AP Govt classes | teach. It is quite readable and
simply organized. Any instructor of govt or any serious student of govt should have this book.
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